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Several times I have had friends ask me if I thought it would be OK to give their tithing or fast offering 

money to a charity they felt really passionate about rather than to give it to the church.  In one instance 

we had a woman in our ward who was called to be an interpreter.  Because she was a professional 

interpreter during the week, she told us that she was considering her time spent as an interpreter in the 

church as her fast offering rather than to pay fast offerings.  Here are some things to consider in that 

regard if you are of that same mindset: 

Elder Robert D. Hales  - Quorum of the Twelve Apostles – Conference Talk -   
Oct. 2002 - Tithing: A Test of Faith with Eternal Blessings 
 
….When a friend of President George Albert Smith asked him what he thought of his friend’s personal plan to take what 
would have been tithing and donate his tenth in charitable donations of his own choice, President Smith’s counsel was:  
 

“I think you are a very generous man with someone else’s property. …  
 
“… You have told me what you have done with the Lord’s money but you have not told me that you have given 
anyone a penny of your own. He is the best partner you have in the world. He gives you everything you have, 
even the air you breathe. He has said you should take one-tenth of what comes to you and give it to the 
Church as directed by the Lord. You haven’t done that; you have taken your best partner’s money, and have 
given it away.”
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The tithing of the members of the Church belongs to the Lord. He decides, through a council of His servants, how it 
should be used. 

 

My question to those who have such inclinations is, “Where is the Lord’s promise to you for giving 

money to your favorite charity”?  With that thought in mind consider these promises for those who pay 

a full tithing and give a generous fast offering each month: 

 

TITHING 
Ensign Magazine June 2011 - The Blessings of Tithing First Presidency Message The Blessings of Tithing  
By President Henry B. Eyring  First Counselor in the First Presidency 
 
There are at least three ways that paying a full tithe in this life prepares us to feel what we need to feel to receive the gift 
of eternal life. 
First, when we pay our tithes to the Church, our Heavenly Father pours out blessings upon us. Anyone who has 
consistently paid a full tithe knows that is true. The blessings are sometimes spiritual and sometimes temporal. They are 
given in the Lord’s time and according to what He knows is best for us.  
As those blessings come, our faith is increased that God is the source of everything that is good in our lives. It becomes 
easier to see that consecration simply recognizes the truth that all of God’s creations are His. It makes us feel gratitude 
that He asks only 10 percent of what He has already given us. So we are better prepared to live the law of consecration 
when it will be asked of us. 
Second, all of us who have paid a consistent full tithe feel greater confidence in asking God for what we and our families 
need. He has promised blessings even greater than we can receive when we have been faithful to our covenant to pay 
our tithes (see Malachi 3:10). So one of the great blessings of tithing is confidence in what the future holds. Whatever our 
circumstances may be, things will work out for the best. As we keep our promises, He will keep His. A feeling of peace is 
one of the great blessings of paying a full tithe. Those who have kept the commandment of tithing can testify that the 
blessing of peace is real and precious. 
Third, those who pay tithing feel an increase in their love of God and of all God’s children. That increase of love comes 
from understanding how the Father uses the tithes we offer to bless people in this world and for eternity. 
 
President Heber J. Grant - Conference Report, Oct. 1929, pp. 4–5 
“I appeal to the Latter-day Saints to be honest with the Lord and I promise them that peace, prosperity and financial 
success will attend those who are honest with our Heavenly Father. … When we set our hearts upon the things of this  
world and fail to be strictly honest with the Lord we do not grow in the light and power and strength of the gospel as we 
otherwise would do”. 

 
 

http://www.lds.org/liahona/2002/11/tithing-a-test-of-faith-with-eternal-blessings?lang=eng&query=can+you+give+your+tithing+to+a+charity+instead+of+the+church%3f#footnote17-22991_000_011
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April Conference 1994 - Tithing  
Elder Dallin H. Oaks  Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles 
Tithing is a commandment with a promise. The words of Malachi, reaffirmed by the Savior, promise those who bring their 
tithes into the storehouse that the Lord will open “the windows of heaven, and pour [them] out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it.” The promised blessings are temporal and spiritual. The Lord promises to “rebuke 
the devourer,” and he also promises tithe payers that “all nations shall call you blessed, for ye shall be a delightsome 
land” (3 Ne. 24:10–12; see Mal. 3:10–12). 

 

FAST OFFERINGS 
 
President Marion G. Romney, 
Welfare Services Meeting, 
Held in the Assembly Hall on Temple Square 
Saturday, 7 Apr. 1973, 7:30 a.m. 
“Let us not forget (helping the poor and needy), brothers and sisters, in this age when the matter of living from the labors 
of somebody else is almost universal. IT WON'T LAST. When you get more idle than there are workers, there won't be 
enough to go around. We must be builders of character in our distribution as well as our production....WHEN we make all 
of these work (the three welfare programs of the Church), brothers and sisters, as they should, to the blessing of those 
who give and the glorification of those who receive, WE WILL BE READY FOR THE COMING OF THE SAVIOR....” 
 
President Marion G. Romney, 
Conference Report, Apr. 1974 pages 176-180 
“We ought, and we must do better. If we will DOUBLE OUR FAST OFFERINGS, we shall increase our own prosperity, both 
spiritually and temporally....” 
 
President Spencer W. Kimball, 
Conference Report, Oct. 1974, pg. 184. 
“Sometimes we have been a bit penurious and figure that we had for breakfast one egg and that cost so many cents, and 
then we give that to the Lord. I think that when we are affluent, as many of us are, that we ought to be very, very 
generous....I think 
we should be generous and give, instead of the amount we saved by our two meals of fasting, perhaps, much, much 
more - TEN TIMES MORE - where we are in a position to do it. I know there are some who couldn't.”  
 
President Spencer W. Kimball 
Conference Report, Oct. 1977 pg. 126. 
“If we give a generous fast offering, we shall increase our own prosperity both spiritually and temporally.”  
 
ISAIAH 58 
QUESTION: 
6.  Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the 
oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? 
7.  Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest 
the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh? 
 
PROMISE AND CONDITION: 
8.  Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall 
go before thee; the glory of the LORD shall be thy rearward. 
9.  Then shalt thou call, and the LORD shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am. 
 If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking vanity; 
 
CONDITION AND BLESSING: 
10.  And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy 
darkness be as the noonday: 
 
BLESSING: 
11 .  And  the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt 
be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not. 
12 .  And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many 
generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.  
 

I think that should be enough said.  Now you will have to decide what the right thing is for you to do. 
Cordell Vail 
Click here to go back to Cordell’s Epistle Web Page 
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